method of operating, from something which is attractive in the operation itself and its immediate consequences, too little regard being paid to its ultimate effect upon the disease, the complete remedying of which should be the paramount object of all operations.] In 1834, I commenced, says M. Bonnet, to study the subject of the radical cure of varices. In the following year, I employed pins in sixteen cases, in which the veins were in relief beneath the skin, and caustic potass in two cases of females, in which the dilated veins were lost in a large quantity of fat. The last two were cured, as well as all those who were treated with pins, and who were in such a condition as to render a radical cure certain. Both methods appeared to me equally useful. But as hemorrhage had occurred through the eschars at the time that the caustic had opened the veins, and as no serious accident had followed the use of pins, I came to the conclusion that the operation by pins was to be preferred. But I determined to watch the progress of these cases; and the consequence was, that I was disappointed in the effect of the pins. All the patients whom I saw again, after having remained well during a time varying from one to six months, were reaffected with varix, with as much intensity as before the operation, and this not only in the secondary divisions of the veins, but in the trunk of the saphena, on which the larger number of pins had been applied, and where it appeared that the obliteration would be permanent. In the two cases treated by caustic potass, there was no return of the disease: one of these was seen fourteen months after the treatment, the other several years afterwards. From these facts I was led to infer, that the pins produced but a temporary obliteration ; but that caustic potass determined a permanent closure, its use, however, being attended with risk of hemorrhage. I considered, therefore, that if I placed pins at intervals upon the saphena, and cauterized the vein between them, I should obtain a temporary obliteration by the pins, such as would prevent hemorrhage, and a permanent obliteration by caustic, such as would effect a cure. I employed this treatment on nine patients, in 1837, but these cases I never saw again. But, in 1838, I treated a man in whom the ulcerated varicose veins gave rise to abundant hemorrhage. I had lost confidence in pins, and found the combination of pins and caustic too complex. I had, therefore, recourse to caustic alone, believing that bleeding might be controlled by compression and position. The result of the practice, in this case, having justified my expectations, I resumed a practice, which I immediately employed on a new series of twelve cases, the course of which more and more confirmed me in the idea, that the treatment of varices by caustic alone is, of all the methods which I employed, the most simple in its application, the least uncertain in its effects, and that which secures the most complete and the most permanent cure.
Before further considering the question of treatment, which is the main object of this paper, I would notice a fact in morbid anatomy relative to varices, and a symptom from which their importance and the effects of treatment upon them may be inferred. I Dr. Sani, therefore, decided on dividing the nerve. An incision was made along the fold that connects the lip to the gum, from the fourth molar to the first incisor tooth, and was continued in depth till it exposed the inferior dental artery and nerve emerging from the mental foramen. Some attempts were made to separate them, but in vain; they were therefore both divided together, close to the foramen, and a portion of each, two or three lines long, was removed. The division of the nerve caused the most acute pain, and hemorrhage took place from the artery, to which it was found necessary to apply the actual cautery. The simplest means were afterwards employed. On the eighteenth day, the cicatrization was complete, and, except for some slight creeping pain, which the patient felt from the eighth to the eleventh day after the operation, no inconvenience was afterwards suffered. The parts supplied by the divided nerve remained completely insensible, but their motions were unimpaired.
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Case of Idiopathic Mydriasis. By Dr. Kochanowski. The dilatation of the pupil was in this instance so considerable, that the iris formed only a very narrow ring. The strongest light produced no effect on it. After unsuccessfully trying a variety of medicines, it struck Dr. Kochanowski that the ergot of rye might be useful. On the twenty-second day of the disease, if it may be so termed, the exhibition of this medicine was commenced, in doses of three grains four times daily. On the following day, the patient (a woman aged thirty-three, long subject to hemorrhoids and menstrual derangement,) became conscious of a change in the state of the part; she felt something move, as it were, in the eye, under the influence of light. On The first case was that of a woman, forty-eight years of age, who had been long subject to constipation. In the beginning of May, 1839, the constipation became more obstinate than usual, and resisted the use of baths, injections, and the most active purgatives. After the ineffectual employment of these remedies for twenty-six days, a consultation was determined on, and MM. Barras, Amussat, Fouquier, Breschet, ll^camier, and Puyoo, were called in. On examination of the rectum, a hard, round, and almost immovable tumour was felt at a considerable height in the intestine, about double the size of the neck of the uterus. The only resource, in this case, seemed to be the formation of an artificial anus, which was accordingly made on the 2d of June, by M. Amussat, in the following manner: The patient was placed on her face, with her abdomen supported by pillows; and a transverse incision was made in the left lumbar region, where the accumulation of fecal matters caused a considerable projection. The incision was commenced at the external edge of the sacro-lumbalis and longissimus-dorsi muscles, and was extended outwards for four inches and a half, at the distance of two fingers' breadth above the crista of the ilium. The skin and muscles being divided, the adipose tissue surrounding the kidney was brought into view, on which the posterior part of the lumbar colon rests: on cutting through this fat, the colon immediately appeared between the edges of the wound, in a very distended state. A loop of thread having been passed through the most projecting part, for the purpose of holding it in its situation, a trocar was first plunged into the intestine, when a quantity of gas and liquid faeces escaped through the canula. An incision of an inch and a half in extent was then made with a bistoury, in the transverse directionof the colon, and an immense quantity of faeces was discharged, the exit of which was encouraged by injections of warm water into both ends of the intestine. The Method of detecting prostatic tumours protruding into the bladder.?When the sound has been passed into the bladder, the next thing to be done is to place it in such position that its straight portion shall be nearly parallel to the axis of the body. The curved point is then drawn against the anterior border of the neck of the bladder, and then turned to the right and left, and carried round the circumference of the opening of the urethra. When this surface of the prostate is in a normal state, the point of the sound may be swept round the whole extent without obstruction. But if there be a tumour connected with the neck, the instrument is checked in its progress, and in order to carry it over the obstructing body, it becomes necessary to raise the point proportionally to the size of that body. The plate already referred to shows on what side of the prostate the stoppage has occurred: the arc of a circle described in the rise and fall of the point, as it passes over the obstacle, represents the width of the tumour, and its height is measured by observing at the extremity of the glans how many lines the instrument has risen. Finally, from the greater or less degree of abruptness with which the point rises aud falls, we learn whether the prominence is pedunculated or provided with a broad base.
[The reader will readily conceive the modifications required in the mode of manipulating, when the neck of the bladder or the prostatic portion of the urethra are to be examined. M. Mercier, after stating these, continues:] Such are the results obtainable with this instrument. By it we are enabled to discover the organic cause of numerous cases of paralysis of the bladder, erroneously considered essential. The consequence of a correct diagnosis is here of no mean importance, in a therapeutical point of view ; for even if the affection we thus discover be regarded as incurable (which is a most serious error,) we shall at least learn the necessity of abstaining from the use of irritating injections, blisters, friction with the tincture of cantharides, &c. For it is evident that a plan of treatment of this kind will be the more seriously injurious the more fully it realizes the effect intended in its employment?the more it increases the contractile power of the bladder, which can only exhaust itself in vain efforts to overcome a permanent obstacle.
The instrument is also available in the diagnosis of tuberculous disease of the prostate occurring in youth, of inflammatory swellings aud abscesses, and in the discovery of calculi concealed behind prominences of the neck of the bladder.
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